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always rendered unto God with heart and voice the
commendation of praise and the highest degree of de-
voted jubilation, according to the word of the psalm-
ist:  "I will bless the Lord at all times:  his praise
shall continually be in my mouth/'*   For to such an
extent was he inflamed with ardent desire for the
Scriptures, that often he applied himself with every
effort to imitating them and listening to them;  and
the matters which were written for the instruction of
the people, he paraphrased and preached to the people
with wonderful eloquence of speech and very shrewdly
added parables.  He had such a right proportion of dis-
cretion, that neither was the energy of his rebuke lack-
ing in gentleness, nor the gentleness of his preaching in
energy; but as the zeal of energy kindled him, so the
gentleness of love made him mild.  Accordingly, to the
rich and the powerful and to yeomen and slaves he em-
ployed an equal discipline of holy exhortation, so that
neither did he fawn upon the rich and flatter them, nor
did he oppress slaves or yeomen by severity; but, in
the words of the apostle, he was made all things to all
men, that he might gain all.2 And he did not seize the
certificate of heavenly instruction of his own will, or
before the time; nor did he usurp it by stubbornness
and robbery; but in the progress of his holy humility,
being thirty years or more of age, and supported by the
choice of his master and friends, he received the certif-
icate3 in accordance with the rule of the canonical

1 Psalms, xxxiv, i.                              2 I Corinthians, ix, 22.

3 The ordination as priest, with the tonsure.